Mike Kemp, Director of College Fields Nursing Home welcomed everyone:

‘My family and I would like to welcome you all here today to this very special day in the development of social care in Wales.
Before I say any more I would like to explain who the members of ‘our family’ are. It is not just my wife Rachel and myself but 
our family includes all our residents here who we care for, those same residents whose home this is, whose life we wish to make as comfortable and stimulating as possible,

Our family includes the relatives and friends of all those residents in whose lives we are able to share the good and the bad times
Our family includes those residents who have been with us but now live on in our hearts

Our family includes those friends and relatives of former residents who still come to see us and indeed a number still help us with activities for the present relatives
Our family includes our team of caring people; matron, registered nurses, professional carers, domestics, catering team, laundry, domestics, admin and handymen. All of these contribute in their own specialist way to the well being of our family of residents

I wish to thank all the members of our family for making our lives richer.

After twenty years at College Fields, I can still be delighted by the comments from the people who live here.

One lady who has lived nearly all her life in Barry came to us with a prognosis of only a few weeks and could not even lift her head from the pillow. Although still no heavyweight, six months later she had put on enough weight to be able to sit out of bed and within a year was able to join a trip we put on for the more ambulant residents to the Mumbles. Nothing too exciting you may think but to this lady a trip in a wheelchair along the front on a sunny day and lunch out was exciting enough. Afterwards she explained that this had been the first time she had ever visited the Mumbles
Another time we took three ladies to the ballet in Cardiff. One of whom had barely uttered anything for many months. You can imagine the surprise when during a quiet section of Swan Lake with the young swans gliding across the stage there was a ‘Ooooh’ followed by another and another. In the end we had to take the lady away from the excellent position her wheelchair was in to the exit. Eventually we were asked to leave the auditorium and invited to watch on one of the screens outside where the lady reverted to her normal near comatose state
Entering a care home should not be considered a choice of last resort but one of an opportunity to make the very best of life no matter how limited one’s ability
On behalf of our family I wish to thank all the friends of College Fields whose involvement in fundraising allows us to go the extra mile to make the lives of those here as interesting as possible

We are very proud to be part of the My Home Life project and to be selected as one of the eight homes in the pilot, and will endeavour to encourage other homes to follow the same philosophy. I am sure I also speak on behalf of the other seven pilot homes, and a number of them we are pleased to welcome here today. 
We congratulate Age Concern Cymru and Help the Aged in Wales for promoting this initiative and wish it the success it deserves

After the formal part of today, we invite you all to experience some of the activities that we offer. All of our animals are very friendly and who knows YOU may leave College Fields today with a new experience that you have been introduced to by one of the Activities organisers.’
